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StaFE WRITER

Water regulators' believed
they had found rocket-fuel cont-

-gmination in underground

water south of Azusa 12 years.
ago, but rejected those results,

" concluding the test_ing method
was flawed, according to docu-

ments released Monday:
- The contaminant perchlorate
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_ which has since shut down
four Valley wells when discov-
ered-in-a new round of refined
testing this year — was detected
in 1985 in tests ordered by the
federal Envirenmental Protec-
tion Agency, according to test
vesults obtained by an attorney
handling a water pollution law-
suit, R
However, a year later the

Attorney: Pollution ball droppec
* Documents s_how EPA dismissed results of 1985 tests

potential p'fdblem;,” said

formed by an independent lab,
after finding supposedly pure
confrol samples also. were test-
ing ‘positive for perchlorate. It
found that nitrate pollution,
common in the area, could
cause false positive results for

the rocket-fuel additive. .
T« Admittedly the test was.
" crude, but they had reason to

further investigate. The issue

was that thereé was a notice of a

Pasadena attorney Mark Algor-
ri, who represents the Commit-
tee Against Toxic Water Expo-
sure in the San Gabrielt Valley
and is preparing a lawsuit.
“Somebody woke up out of
their sleep, and all of a sudden
we have something in 1997 that

" says there was perchlorate. The

hall was dropped. There was no
doubt about it,” he said.

Perchlorate, which has been
linked to thyroid disorders, is
used as an accelerant in solid
rocket fuel. It inhibits the
absorption of iodine by the thy-
roid gland, which regulates
growth and metabolism.

The EPA ordered the 1985
tests noting Aerojet had»de’veln,
oped and-tested rocket engines
at its Azusa plant. The company

© " Please turn to WATER / AS

EPA discounted the tests, per-

atest testing led

oo

o

B

-ible for a 26-square-mile plume
“vof water south of its plant pol-
uted ‘with industrial solvents
Tg‘gnd‘ perchlorate.
:» EPA officials said Monday
sthey were.at a loss:to comment
ion the documents since they

;Were unable to immediately

tlocate them. However, Keith
iFakata, chief 'of the EPA’s

. he said. “Tt

o shutdown of wells that the state Department of

ihas since been named among 19
ffompanies potentially responsj-

rfund  program . .in

the health effects of perchlorate,

‘and that in turn drove people to

-find better a

Health Services developed a

reliable method.”

~ The 1985 results showed that -

wells operated by eight water
purveyors, - including = the
Covina: Irrigating Co;; the cities

~ of Azusa and Glendora and

Miller -Brewing Co. were: conta:

minated by perchlorate at levels -
“ranging from- 110 parts per bil-

lion to 2,600 parts per: billion.

‘In comparison, the four wells -

shut down this year after the
latest testing conducted by state
‘health officials had levels no.

higher than 159 parts per bil- -
“lion. Early this:year the state
~set a provisional health stan- -
nd. - program 1N . -dard of 18 parts per billion.
a, said'it has taken '
reliable meth.

- The closed wells were operat-

e learned a lof more about |

* priate,” states the EPA report.

“perchlorate analyses - were

-cer of the Watermaster. ‘‘We

te Valley, - , ,
1d the - Water Co. for pollution caused
o by industelal salvents.

The EPA completely dis-

- counted the 1985 results by May "
- 1986, according 10 a technical

review provided Monday by the
Main San Gabriel Basin
Watermaster, which manages
the 167-square-mile water basin.

#‘The: analytic¢  procedure
used for-perchlorate analysis"
was’ determined to be inappro-

“Therefore; the results of the

rejected in the quality assur-
ance review of the laboratory
results.” o o o

- “There was a problem with
the scientific method;” said
Carol Williams; executive offi-

don’t know that there were in-
fact high levels of perchlorate at .
that time, ‘Everything now
points to nitrate.” P
- Algorri’s firm is alread
representing some 150 plaintiffs -
suing the Southern California




